
August 26, 2019 

Joe Parisi 
County Executive 

DANE COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
ISMAEL R. OZANNE 

City County Building Room 421 
210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Madison, WI 53703 

RE: Emergency Budget Modification Request 

Dear County Executive Parisi: 

{.· ..... ··• ... ·· ./ 
L 

I am writing this request because of an emergency funding crisis in the Office of the 
District Attorney. Late Thursday, Julie Foley Crime Response Program Manager, was 
notified by the Office of Victim Services in the Wisconsin Department of Justice that our 
VOCA (Victims of Crimes Act) funding for the next three years would contain no 
increases. This decision results in a decrease of program funding due to County salary 
increases. Our Controller's Office estimates that the program will need $60,000 to 
$85,000 to sustain current staff. "The Office of Crime Victim Se,vices (OCVS) has 
concluded the review, evaluation and selection process for applications submitted under 
the 2019 Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) competitive grant solicitation. Dane County 
District Attorney's Office will be awarded a VOCA grant in the amount of $393,530, with 
a project start date of October 1, 2019." A copy of that notification is attached. 

As you know, DOJ strongly encouraged victim service programs throughout the State to 
submit VOCA applications that would expand assistance to help stabilize the lives of 
victims and their children. Programs were repeatedly told that a large increase in VOCA 
funding would allow for this growth. DOJ informed programs they would build on 
existing programs and fund program expansions. They clearly underestimated the need 
for funding around the state. "The Office of Crime Victim Se,vices (OCVS) received 
funding requests totaling over $95 million with only approximately $40 million in 
available funds to award in this competitive process." 

One cannot ignore the irony of writing this letter in the two work days since we received 
the grant notification that CRP staff have been on the scene of Madison and Fitchburg 
homicides, having been paged by City of Madison PD and Fitchburg PD to meet with 
distraught loved ones of the homicide victims. The Crime Response Program has 
become a vital part of victim protection and stabilization in Dane County. 

Due to the encouragement of DOJ, a request was made to help address the increase in 
crimes committed by juveniles by requesting funding for one FTE juvenile victim witness 
case manager in our VOCA application. Based on the expectation of VOCA funding, 
we did not include this personnel request in our County budget request. Meeting 
statutory requirements in juvenile cases, necessitates contacting victims within hours of 
the arrest. If there are other pending cases for an arrested juvenile, those victims must 
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• 

also be contacted (Please see our attachment on juvenile cases volume). Because this cD 
request is made to meet our statutory requirements, we ask that it be placed as a higher 
priority in funding than the Restorative Justice Victim Witness Case Manager requested 
in our letter of July 31, 2019. 

We have made our concerns known to the Office of Victim Services and are currently 
considering an appeal. Thank you for your consideration of these requests. Please let 
me know if I can answer any questions or if you want more information. 

Si~F 
lsmael R. Ozanne 
Dane County District Attorney 

Attachments: VW Juvenile Services by Year 2016-2018 
VOCA 2019-2020 Competitive Grant Application - Intent to Award 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

Foley. Julie 
Munaker. Judith 
FW: VOCA 2019-2020 Competitive Grant Application - Intent to Award 
Friday, August 23, 2019 10:08:17 AM 

iroaaeoo2.pna 

From: Grady, Cynthia A. [mailto:gradyca@doj.state.wi.us] 

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 2:39 PM 

To: Foley, Julie 

Subject: VOCA 2019-2020 Competitive Grant Application - Intent to Award 

Julie Foley 

Dane County District Attorney's Office 

RE: Intent to Award - VOCA Competitive Grant Application #15197 

Dear Julie: 

Thank you for submitting your application for the 2019-2020 VOCA Competitive Grant. We 

enjoyed learning about your agency and the work that you do, and appreciate the time and effort 

expended in preparing the application. 

The Office of Crime Victim Services (OCVS) has concluded the review, evaluation and 

selection process for applications submitted under the 2019 Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) 

competitive grant solicitation. Dane County District Attorney's Office will be awarded a VOCA grant 

in the amount of $393,530, with a project start date of October 1, 2019. 

The Office of Crime Victim Services (OCVS) received funding requests totaling over $95 

million with only approximately $40 million in available funds to award in this competitive process. 

Your application was reviewed carefully by both external and internal reviewers. Unfortunately, we 

were not able to award you the full amount you initially requested. 

The budget for Grant #15197 is being returned to you in Egrants for editing. Please make the 

necessary changes to your budget to reflect a total award amount of $393,530. Note that suggested 

edits will be listed in Egrants; please do not add in budget items that were removed by OCVS staff, 

including technology, equipment or vehicles. Because this was a competitive application cycle, do 

not make changes to the overall scope of the application. 

Please make the recommended budget changes and return in Egrants no later than Friday, 
September 6, 2019. Late submissions may affect your grant award. If you need further assistance or 

information, please contact your OCVS Grant Specialist, Mary Colletti, at co11ettjma@doj.state.wj.us 

prior to the due date of September 6th . Once your budget is approved by OCVS staff, you will be 

notified, and the grant award contract will be mailed to you. Do not incur any expenses until notified 

by OCVS. 

Sincerely, 

• 
Cindy Grady 

Director of Grant Programs & Operations 

Wisconsin Department of Justice 

Office of Crime Victim Services 
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